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Philosophy and Installation art

. Photo: Carin Verbruggen

Tine Wilde
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About the publication

Remodel[l]ing Reality is an inquiry into Wittgenstein’s notion of
übersichtliche Darstellung and the phenomenon of installation in
visual art. In a sense, both provide a perspicuous overview of a
particular part of our complex world, but the nature of the
overview differs. Although both generate knowledge, philosophy
via the übersichtliche Darstellung gives us a view of how things
stand for us, while the installation shows an unexpected, exiting
point of view. The obvious we tend to forget and the ambiguity of
reality are related to each other in a dynamic way. It is in this
‘reflexive dynamics’ that we constantly remodel our reality. Tools
we use are our creative abilities and our powers of imagination.
In our choices and solutions we show which aspects of reality
we find important and how we communicate these values.

The outcome of this investigation is a new perspective on the art
of installation and a new insight in Wittgenstein’s notion of
übersichtliche Darstellung. Because of this combination, the
book is itself an artwork: an InstallationPackage.

The reader is intended to respond to the book in an active way.
For instance, when he opens the book, the hard cover contains
an A0-folder which describes the previously completed projects.
This provides the context for the book. The various chapters of
the book, in turn, show connections with these previous
projects. Also included is a leaflet with full colour photos of the
installation that was exhibited in 2008. These photos can be cut
and pasted throughout various places in the book.

Remodel[l]ing Realty is an InstallationPackage which connects a
dissertation with several works of art; it is analysis and
synthesis in one. Because of the numerous cross–references,
the book allows the reader an opportunity to make new
connections using his personal background and life history. As a
consequence, the InstallationPackage challenges the accepted
idea of a dissertation and the established conventional approach
of the art of installation.

About the author

Tine Wilde (1955, Nĳmegen) studied autonomous art at the
Academy of Fine Arts in Enschede and read philosophy at
the University of Amsterdam. November 2008 she obtained
a doctorate from the same university for an
interdisciplinary project in philosophy and installation art.
Her artistic output has been on view in galleries and
institutions both at home and abroad, including
Amsterdam (Arti et Amicitiae), Berlin (DAAD gallery),
Cologne (Rheinpark), Dalfsen (Safe), Enschede (de Villa,
University of Twente), Hoorn (de Achterstraat), and
Strasbourg (Acta). Work is included in collections of ABP
Heerlen, Goldsmiths, MoMA New York, Tate London,
University of Amsterdam, La Chaux-de-Fonds (CH), along
with private collections. Tine Wilde writes books and
articles on art and philosophy and delivers lectures,
courses and masterclasses on a regular basis.

Tine Wilde became noted for her performance Von Märchen
und Gespenster in Cologne in 1992 and for her two-week
solitary shelter holiday in the fallout shelter of Dalfsen in
1998. Permanent installation ‘Corrido[o]r–Empty space’ is
on view in the hall of the Department of Philosophy,
University of Amsterdam, Oude Turfmarkt 141-143.
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